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MARIN HIV/AIDS CARE COUNCIL
MINUTES
August 12, 2026
Marin County Health & Wellness Campus, Room 109
Meeting conducted in person and via Zoom
3:00 – 5:30 pm

I. Call to Order
CM Linda Dobra called the meeting to order at 3:01 pm.  

II. Roll Call
Emily Sims, Rosemary Lukholo, Wade Flores, Julie Dowling, Linda Dobra, Julie Case, Paul Edson, Bobby Moske, Elaine Flores

Council Members Arriving Late: None.

Council Members Absent: Alexy Nizovskikh

Staff Present: Nga Le (HHS), Loretta Rogers (HHS), Maritza Martin (HHS)

Public Present: Joe Donohue (via Zoom), Julia Black (via Zoom), Steve Daly, Thomas Knoble (via Zoom), Derrick Mapp (via Zoom)

III. Review and approval of Agenda – VOTE
[bookmark: _Hlk536537546]CM Linda Dobra asked members to review and approve the draft agenda.   The motion to approve the agenda was made, seconded and passed unanimously.

IV. Review and Approval of Minutes – VOTE
June 10, 2026, meeting minutes – CM Linda Dobra asked members to review the June 10, 2026, meeting minutes.  The motion to approve the minutes was made by CM Elaine Flores, seconded by CM Julie Case, and passed unanimously.

V. General Announcements: CM Elaine Flores reported that she attended the National Ryan White (RW) Conference on HIV Care and Treatment.  She will report on this conference at a future meeting.  

VI. Public Comment: Steve Daley suggested getting more than once a year dental check-ups for persons living with HIV. However, he noted being seen more than once a year means that clients must face out-of-pocket costs. He also reported that CM Wade Flores received the dental care he needed.  He also reported that there may be a ceiling for Ryan White funds for dental care which only covers specialty care, not primary care check-ups.
VII. Ryan White Services – AHF Update: Joe Donohue reported on the latest CAB meeting.  To answer the medical questions that came up at that meeting, he plans to invite a provider to the next CAB meeting.  Tomorrow there will be a men’s group meeting.  Food will be provided at meetings by AHF.  Clients are being provided with food cards.  AHF is receiving responses from their satisfaction surveys.  CM Wade Flores asked if one must sign up to attend the men’s group.  Joe Donohue replied that it is not necessary; however, he would appreciate knowing in advance if someone plans to attend so that he can order enough food.
VIII. Ryan White Services – HHS Update:  Nga Le reported that the Communicable Disease program has hired Neftali Tuyub as a Support Service Worker II – Bilingual. Her first day of work will be Monday, August 17, 2026.   Neftali will be supporting various Public Health programs and eventually will learn to do ADAP. An audit of Ryan White programs is coming up.  If specialty dental care is needed, members are to contact their case manager. Nga listed the current approved providers for these specialty services which include Marin Endodontics.  For reimbursement of services, a treatment plan must be submitted first and approved; then, the care is covered by RW.  CM Wade Flores asked whether a procedure he needs will be covered by RW; Nga Le said that RW does not cover primary care, only specialty care.
IX. Prevention Program Report: CM Linda Dobra reported that the Prevention Program is doing outreach in the community in such places as Home Depot, Grocery Outlets and more.  Harm Reduction efforts continue, including providing tests in vending machines at 3240 Kerner and at the Jail. Testing is done at the Jail for HIV and Hep C; soon syphilis testing will be added.  Neftali Tuyub will eventually help with testing.  
X. Division of Public Health Report: Nga Le reported that the Deputy Public Health Officer, Dr. Melanie Thompson, is leaving her position at the end of September.  Recruitment for her replacement has begun.  Flu and COVID vaccine will be available in September. 
XI. Conflict of Interest Review: Nga Le gave a PowerPoint presentation on Conflict of Interest.  She stated that CM Emily Sims is the only member of the Council who has a conflict of interest.  She stated that all Council members must sign the Conflict of Interest Disclosure form. She defined a “perceived conflict” vs. an actual conflict.  She reviewed the policy.  Members with a conflict must recuse themselves on issues where the conflict is active.  The Council members filled out their individual Conflict of Interest Disclosure forms which were then collected by Nga Le and Maritza Martin.

XII. Fiscal Year 2027-2028 Annual Prioritization – VOTE:  Maritza displayed the Prioritization Worksheet and asked all members to sign their individual worksheets and then prioritize the services.  All the services are funded through RW Parts A and B.  All members had descriptions of all service categories in hard copy.  The Council members provided their rankings to Martiza Martin who entered them into an Excel spreadsheet which automatically calculated the average of all rankings. Nga Le stated that in the event of an increase or decrease of funds, the Council may review these priorities to determine where the change should be allocated. There was brief discussion.  CM Bobby Moske moved to accept the averaged prioritizations.  CM Rosemary Lukholo seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

XIII. BREAK

XIV. Fiscal Year 2027-2028 Annual Allocation – VOTE:  Linda Dobra invited Council members to review past allocations and make decisions for allocations for the next fiscal year.  Nga Le explained the columns in the allocation spreadsheet, the current estimates and the process of approving.  She noted that the discussion is only for RW Part A services. She noted that the Food Card program is now open to all RW clients. There was general discussion among Council members. CM Wade Flores moved to approve the proposal in Column C and the allocations in total.  CM Julie Case seconded the motion.  There was a role call vote.  The motion passed with two abstentions.  
XV. Community Forum Planning: CM Linda Dobra invited the Council members to review the flyer for the Forum and the draft agenda.  The draft agenda is based on previous Council discussions.  CM Bobby Moske recommended that Dr. Desruisseau from MarinHealth be a presenter. CM Linda Dobra suggested as a prevention specialist.  CM Julie Case suggested more emphasis on inclusion of the Spanish-speaking community.  CM Wade Flores suggested as a topic depression in the HIV community, including aging with HIV and suicide.  It could be broken down by medical issues and psycho-social issues.  This will be followed up by a service categories presentation that can address these issues.  Nga Le explained the draft agenda.  There was general discussion. CM Bobby Moske moved to approve the flyer and agenda.  CM Elaine Flores seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
XVI. Membership:
a. Review application – VOTE: Linda Dobra directed the Council members to the application of Julie Black. There was brief discussion. CM Paul Edson moved to invite Julie Black to be interviewed, CM Julie Case seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. Julia Black will be invited back for an interview during the next council meeting.  
XVII. Next Steps – New Business:  Nga Le recognized Derrick Mapp who briefly gave information about presentations on HIV and aging.  He volunteered to recruit a presenter for the Council, although the presenter would probably have to present via Zoom.  CM Linda Dobra said that she would prefer a presenter to come in person.  Derrick will send contacts to Nga Le.  Thomas Knoble said that the meeting was well run.  He remarked that often presenters concentrate on HIV issues and not so much on aging issues.  He also brought up the issue of what will happen after the Baby Boomers are gone.  CM Elaine Flores asked Thomas about the changing effects of medications with aging. Thomas said that the current HIV medication toxicity is very manageable at this point.  Loretta Rogers asked if the Buck Institute does any work on HIV and aging.  CM Emily Sims said that she would research this question.  CM Linda Dobra brought up the need for recruitment.  Recruitment is ongoing.  She brought up groups that are not represented on the Council, including young people.  The Council tries to be reflective of the Marin community in its membership.   CM Julie Case reported that the Marin County Senior Fair will be on Sept. 16, 2026, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Marin Center Exhibit Hall in San Rafael.     
XVIII. Adjourn at 5:13 pm

Next Meeting:	October 14, 2026, 3:00 to 5:00 pm
			Location: 3240 Kerner Blvd, Rooms 109/110
In Person and via Zoom
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COUNTY OF MARIN ™, Promoting and protecting health, well-being, selfsufficiency, and safety of all in Marin County.
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