
 
AGENDA  

COUNTY OF MARIN 
CIVILIAN OVERSIGHT COMMISSION MEETING 

Thursday, January 22, 6:00 pm 
Marin Center Showcase Theater 

20 Ave of the Flags, San Rafael, CA 94903 
 
 

Join the meeting via Zoom:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83247191095?pwd=3DahjwIvdm1jMsxUirV3amaMDKtYvj.1  
 
Translation services available upon request. Please email your request to 
commissions@marincounty.gov at least 5 business days prior to the scheduled meeting. 
 
How to Provide Public Comment 

• Before the meeting: Email written comments to commissions@marincounty.gov no later 
than noon on January 20, 2025. Please include the agenda item number, your name, and 
address. Comments will be distributed to the Commissioners and entered into the public 
record. 

• During the meeting: Members of the public may comment on any item on the agenda 
during Commission consideration of the item. The Commission Chair will invite public 
comment following the staff presentation and prior to final Commission deliberations. Each 
speaker will be allotted time for comment as set by the Commission Chair (generally 2 
minutes). 
 

Respectful Dialogue: The Marin County Civilian Oversight Commission encourages a respectful 
dialogue that supports freedom of speech and values diversity of opinion. The Commission, staff, 
and members of the public are expected to be civil and courteous, and to refrain from questioning 
the character or motives of others participating in the meeting. The County requests that speakers 
not use threatening, profane, or abusive language that disrupts, disturbs, or otherwise impedes 
the orderly conduct of the Commission meeting. 

 
 
AGENDA 

1. Call to Order 
2. Public Open Time 
3. Consideration of the Meeting Minutes of December 9, 2025 
4. Ad Hoc Subcommittee Reports: 

o Inspector General Hiring 
o Training Curriculum 

5. Review and Provide Feedback on the Draft Civilian Oversight Commission Bylaws  
6. Consideration of Draft Standard Response and Website Language for Community 

Complaints  
7. Adjourn  

  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83247191095?pwd=3DahjwIvdm1jMsxUirV3amaMDKtYvj.1
mailto:commissions@marincounty.gov
mailto:commissions@marincounty.gov


 
AGENDA  

CONDADO DE MARIN 
REUNIÓN DE LA COMISIÓN DE SUPERVISIÓN CIVIL 

Jueves, 22 de enero, 18:00 
Marin Center Showcase Theater 

20 Ave of the Flags, San Rafael, CA 94903 
 

Únase a la reunión a través de Zoom: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84011909763?pwd=g7EJ44juQnUL5o8bsMbGuFHDtalbQa.1 
Hay servicios de traducción disponibles bajo petición. Envíe su solicitud por correo electrónico a 
commissions@marincounty.gov al menos 5 días hábiles antes de la fecha prevista para la 
reunión. 
 
Cómo presentar comentarios públicos 

• Antes de la reunión: envíe sus comentarios por escrito a 
commissions@marincounty.gov antes del mediodía del 20 de enero de 2025. Incluya el 
número del punto del orden del día, su nombre y su dirección. Los comentarios se 
distribuirán a los comisionados y se incluirán en el registro público. 

• Durante la reunión: Los miembros del público pueden comentar cualquier punto del 
orden del día durante la consideración del mismo por parte de la Comisión. El 
presidente de la Comisión invitará al público a realizar comentarios tras la presentación 
del personal y antes de las deliberaciones finales de la Comisión. A cada orador se le 
asignará un tiempo para realizar comentarios según lo establecido por el presidente de 
la Comisión (generalmente 2 minutos). 

 
Diálogo respetuoso: La Comisión de Supervisión Civil del Condado de Marin fomenta un 
diálogo respetuoso que apoya la libertad de expresión y valora la diversidad de opiniones. Se 
espera que la Comisión, el personal y los miembros del público sean corteses y se abstengan 
de cuestionar el carácter o los motivos de otras personas que participan en la reunión. El 
condado solicita que los oradores no utilicen lenguaje amenazante, profano o abusivo que 
perturbe, moleste o impida de cualquier otra forma el desarrollo ordenado de la reunión de la 
Comisión. 

 
AGENDA 

1. Apertura de la sesión. 
2. Turno abierto al público. 
3. Revisión del acta de la reunión del 9 de diciembre de 2025. 
4. Informes de los subcomités ad hoc: 

• Contratación del inspector general. 
• Plan de estudios de formación. 

5. Revisión y comentarios sobre el borrador de los estatutos de la Comisión de 
Supervisión Civil.  

6. Examen del borrador de la respuesta estándar y del texto del sitio web para las quejas 
de la comunidad.  

7. Levantamiento de la sesión. 
 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84011909763?pwd=g7EJ44juQnUL5o8bsMbGuFHDtalbQa.1
mailto:commissions@marincounty.gov
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COUNTY OF MARIN 
CIVILIAN OVERSIGHT COMMISSION MEETING 

Draft Action Minutes – Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, December 9, 2025, 6:00 pm  

Board of Supervisors Chambers, Room 330 Civic Center, County of Marin 

Commissioners Present: Fromer, Lee, Gaston, McInerney, McEvoy, Oldham-Robinett, 
Cieslak-Sandoval. 
Commissioners Absent: Chan, Echevarria. 

1. Call to Order.
Meeting called to order by Chair Fromer at 6:00 pm.

2. Public Open Time.
Five members of the public addressed the Commission.

3. Approval of the Minutes of November 17, 2025.
Motion to approve the minutes: M/s: McInerney/Fromer. November meeting minutes
approved with one abstention from Commissioner Oldham-Robinett. One member
of the public addressed the Commissioners.

4. Consider rescheduling the January 12, 2026, Commission meeting due to room
availability constraints.
Staff informed Commission that the Board Chambers will be under renovation
January and February 2026; Showcase Theater recommended as alternative venue.
Regular schedule in February and March would not be affected. Staff informed
Commission the only alternative dates at Showcase Theater were January 21 or
January 22, 2026. Consideration given to Zoom capability and venue size.

Motion to approve to move January 12, 2026, to January 22, 2026, at Showcase
Theater: M/s: McEvoy/Lee. Motion unanimously approved. Two members of the
public addressed the Commissioners.

5. Consider a Draft Ordinance Based on the Recommendation to Change the
Name of the Civilian Oversight Commission.
Staff provided background on the topic. In October 2025 the Commission
recommended name change—proposed name: "Civilian Oversight Commission
Over the Marin County Sheriff's Office."

Staff summarized options for the Commission, which included a) Formal ordinance
change, b) Use of informal name via the Commission Bylaws

Agenda Item 3
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Motion to adopt an informal name through Bylaws and direct the Community 
Outreach and Engagement Ad Hoc Subcommittee to develop potential name 
options and bring a recommendation back to the full Commission. 

M/s: McEvoy/Lee: Motion unanimously approved. The Commissioners received 
public comments from three members of the public. 

6. Ad Hoc Subcommittee Reports:
The Commission received reports from members of the following Ad Hoc
Subcommittees:

• Inspector General Hiring
• Community Outreach and Engagement
• Training Curriculum
• Bylaws and Code of Conduct

Each report provided updates on their work to date, including progress made 
since the prior meeting and anticipated next steps. The Commission received 
public comments on item six from three members of the public. 

7. Adjournment:
Meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm.
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AGENDA DATE: January 22, 2026 

TO:   Civilian Oversight Commission 

FROM:  Linn Walsh, Deputy County Executive 

SUBJECT:  Draft Civilian Oversight Commission Bylaws. 

RECOMMENDATION: Review and provide feedback on the Draft Civilian 
Oversight Commission Bylaws. 

SUMMARY: The Draft Bylaws (Attachment A) were developed by the 
Commission’s Bylaws and Code of Conduct Ad Hoc Subcommittee and are 
being brought forward for review and input by the full Commission. The draft 
bylaws establish the Commission’s structure, roles, procedures, and 
governance framework, as required by County ordinance. 

POLICY FRAMEWORK: This item is guided by Marin County Ordinance No. 
3824, Section 2.37.020, which directs the Commission, with the advice, 
assistance, and support of the Office of the Inspector General, to establish 
Bylaws and a Code of Conduct for review and approval by the Board of 
Supervisors. 

DISCUSSION/BACKGROUND: In October 2025, the Commission formed the 
Bylaws and Code of Conduct Ad Hoc Subcommittee, comprised of 
Commissioners Dr. Gina Fromer, Tom McInerney, Winston Chan, and Doug 
Lee. 

The subcommittee determined early in its work to focus first on developing the 
Bylaws, with the Code of Conduct to follow. The subcommittee began with a 
template prepared by the Assistant Clerk of the Board and modified it to reflect 
the specific structure, authorities, and requirements established in the 
ordinance. Where applicable, language was incorporated directly from the 
ordinance and is identified with section citations.  

The subcommittee met four times between November 2025 and January 2026 
to develop the Draft Bylaws. Cameron McEllhiney, Executive Director of 
NACOLE, served as the subject matter expert and provided guidance during 
this process. 

The Draft Bylaws are now being presented to the full Commission for review 
and feedback. Following Commission discussion, the subcommittee will further 
refine the draft and begin work on the Code of Conduct, which may address 
topics such as conflicts of interest, core values, confidentiality, and decorum. 

Agenda Item 55
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PG. 2 OF 2 EQUITY IMPACT SECTION: Establishing clear and transparent bylaws 
supports consistent and accountable oversight practices. A well-defined 

governance framework helps promote public trust and supports equitable 
engagement with community members. 
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DRAFT  

CIVILIAN OVERSIGHT COMMISSION 
BYLAWS  

Adopted on ________ 

Unless otherwise noted, section citations in these Bylaws reference Marin County Board of 
Supervisors Ordinance 3824: An Ordinance of The County of Marin, State of California, 
Establishing the Civilian Oversight Commission and Office of Inspector General for 
Oversight of the Marin County Sheriff's Office. 

ARTICLE I. NAME, AUTHORITY & PURPOSE 
1. Name. The official name of the body shall be “Civilian Oversight Commission.” (§

2.37.010)

For purposes of community outreach and engagement, the Commission may at
times utilize the informal name of [informal name].

2. Authority. The Civilian Oversight Commission was established as a Board of
Supervisors Discretionary Committee to assist in the oversight of the Marin County
Sheriff's Office. The COC's assistance in this function is a delegation of such
authority held by Board of Supervisors pursuant to Government Code §§ 25303 and
25303.7. (§ 2.37.010)

3. Purpose. The Civilian Oversight Commission's purpose is to initiate, build and
maintain a trusting relationship between members of the public and the Sheriff's
Office through transparent, respectful, just, and accountable oversight that is rooted
in public safety, justice, and accountability. The Civilian Oversight Commission will
work in collaboration with the Sheriff's Office and the Office of Inspector General to
fulfill this purpose. (§ 1. Findings 9)

ARTICLE II. MEMBERSHIP 
1. Composition. The Commission shall be composed of nine (9) members that are

Marin County residents. The Board of Supervisors shall endeavor to broadly reflect
and represent the diversity of residents of the County in their nominations, including
varying ethnicities, race, sexual orientation, economic status, age, religion,
citizenship status, housing/residence status, and lived experience with the criminal
justice system, as well as demonstrated interest in civil rights, immigrant rights,
disability rights/mental health, racial equity, social justice, and/or public safety in the 
county. (§ 2.37.030(2))

Agenda Item 55 
Attachment A
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DRAFT  

2. Qualifications. Commissioners should have a demonstrated interest in public
service and/or experience serving the community. The Board of Supervisors shall
endeavor to appoint at least one (1), but no more than two (2) Commissioner(s) who
shall have previous law enforcement experience. The Commissioner(s) with law
enforcement experience must also meet the following criteria:
a. They have not worked as a sworn law enforcement officer within the last four

years, and they have not worked as a sworn law enforcement officer in Marin
County within the last eight years.

b. They have certified that they have never engaged in serious misconduct (as
defined in Penal Code§ 13510.8(b) or subsequent enactment) while serving as a
sworn law enforcement officer.

c. They have never been employed as sworn law enforcement in the Marin County
Sheriff’s Office. (§ 2.37.030(3))

3. Appointment. Five (5) of the nine (9) Commissioners shall be nominated and
appointed by the Board of Supervisors, one for each supervisorial district. Four (4) of
the nine (9) Commissioners shall be appointed by the Board of Supervisors at-large.
(§ 2.37.030 (4)(a))

4. Term of Office. Initially, the Board of Supervisors shall appoint four (4)
Commissioners in to serve a three (3) year term, three (3) Commissioners to serve a
two (2) year term, and two (2) Commissioners to serve a one (1) year term. Thereafter,
all Commissioner terms shall be three (3) years. (§ 2.37.030(6))

5. Term Limits. Commissioners may serve a maximum of two (2) consecutive terms. (§
2.37.030(6))

6. Vacancies
a. A vacancy of an appointed regular member shall be filled for the remainder of

the unexpired term. The Board of Supervisors shall fill any vacancies occurring 
during the term of the Commission.

b. Vacancies shall be filled by appointment for the unexpired term in the same
manner as the original appointments.

c. A vacancy in regular membership shall be deemed to exist for any applicable
cause, including but not limited to, any of the following:

i. A Commissioner ceases to reside in Marin County pursuant to
§2.37.030.

ii. A Commissioner fails to meet the attendance requirement.
iii. A Commissioner ceases to discharge the duties of a Commissioner

and/or fails to perform assigned responsibilities.

Page 8



DRAFT  

7. Removal
a. The Board of Supervisors, as the appointing authority, is the only body

authorized to take formal action to remove a Commissioner.
b. A recommendation from the Commission to the Board of Supervisors to

remove a member shall require a two-thirds vote of a quorum of Commission
members at a regular meeting. Any such recommendation shall be made in
public session to ensure transparency consistent with the appointment
process.

8. Resignation. Individuals serving on the Commission may resign their position for any
reason by submitting their decision in writing (email or hard copy) to the Office of the
County Executive.

9. Compensation. Stipends shall be paid to Commissioners in accordance with
County policy. (§ 2.37.030(7))

ARTICLE III. DUTIES, ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION 

1. Duties. Commissioners are expected to:
a. Work collaboratively with other Commissioners, the Inspector General and

Sheriff’s Office to fulfill their duties as detailed in these Bylaws and in Ordinance
3824.

b. Review meeting agendas and materials in advance to participate meaningfully in
discussions and decisions.

c. Regularly attend and participate in regular and special Commission meetings.
d. Serve on standing and/or ad hoc subcommittees as appointed.
e. Comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations, with

special attention to those detailed in Ordinance 3824.
f. Adhere to the Commission’s adopted Code of Conduct.

2. Attendance Requirement. Commissioners are expected to regularly attend regular
and special Commission meetings. A member who is unreasonably absent for three
consecutive meetings or three months, whichever is greater, may be subject to
removal.

3. Remote Participation.
In collaboration with the Chair and staff liaison, Commission meetings may allow
teleconferencing consistent with the Ralph M. Brown Act (Gov. Code §§ 54950 et
seq.).
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DRAFT  

ARTICLE IV. OFFICERS 
1. Officers. The Board of Supervisors delegates its authority to appoint one

Commissioner as Chairperson pursuant to Government Code § 25303.7(a)(2) to the
Commission. (§ 2.37.030(5))

a. Roles: The officers of the Commission shall be the Chair and Vice Chair. The
role of Secretary shall be fulfilled by the Staff Liaison, unless unavailable, in
which case the Commission may appoint a Secretary to fulfill these duties.

b. Eligibility: It is recommended that Commissioners have at least one year of
experience serving on a Brown Act body to be eligible to serve as Chair.

2. Election. The offices of Chair and Vice Chair shall be elected annually at the
Commission’s first meeting after August 1.

a. Term limits: A Commissioner elected as Chair may serve no more than two
consecutive years in that role, and a Commissioner elected as Vice Chair may
serve no more than two consecutive years in that role.

3. Duties.
a. Chair: The Chair presides over meetings, represents the Commission, and

signs official documents. The Chair performs the duties and functions of the
presiding officer while retaining the same rights and responsibilities as other
Commissioners to participate in discussions and vote. In collaboration with
the Staff Liaison, the Chair sets meeting agendas.

b. Vice-Chair: The Vice Chair shall assume and perform the duties of the
presiding officer in the absence or disability of the Chair, or a vacancy in the
office of the Chair. In collaboration with the Chair and Staff Liaison, the Vice
Chair advises on meeting agendas.

c. Secretary: The role of Secretary shall be fulfilled by the Staff Liaison, unless
unavailable, in which case the Commission may appoint a Secretary to fulfill
these duties. The Secretary is responsible for providing notice of meetings,
preparing agendas, and maintaining the official records and files of
Commission meetings.

4. Vacancies in Office. A vacancy in any officer position shall be filled by a vote of the
Commission. The newly elected officer shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired 
term and assume full duties upon election.

ARTICLE V. MEETINGS 
1. Regular Meetings.
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DRAFT  

a. The Commission shall meet at least once each quarter at a regularly
established time and place, unless modified at a prior public meeting or
cancelled due to a lack of quorum.

b. During its first 12 months, the Commission shall meet monthly. Thereafter, at
its first meeting following August 1 each year, the Commission shall
determine its meeting frequency, provided that it does not meet less than
once per quarter.

c. At its first meeting following August 1 each year, the Commission shall
establish their meeting schedule for the upcoming year.

d. Regular meetings shall be held at the Marin County Civic Center unless
another location is selected in collaboration with the Chair and Office of the
County Executive. Additional locations entail costs and staff resources, which 
are administered through the Office of the County Executive.

2. Special Meetings. Special meetings may be called by the Chair or majority of
members with at least 24 hours’ notice, consistent with the Brown Act.

3. Brown Act Compliance. All regular meetings shall be open and public in accordance 
with the Ralph M. Brown Act; agendas shall be posted at least 72 hours before regular 
meetings.

4. Agenda Order. At the beginning of a meeting, the Chair may request that the
Commission consider reordering items on the posted agenda. The Chair shall state
the reason for the requested reordering. Reordering the agenda shall not require
separate agenda notice, provided that no new items are added and no agendized
items are substantively altered. The Commission may approve a reordering of
agenda items by motion, second, and a simple majority vote of the members present.

5. Closed Sessions. The Brown Act allows meeting in closed session only for specific
matters as expressly authorized by statute (Government Code § 54962).

The authority for such sessions has been narrowly construed. If a matter is not listed
in the Brown Act as an appropriate subject for a closed session, the matter must be
discussed in public even if the subject is sensitive, embarrassing or controversial.
Discussion of complaints is not recognized by the Brown Act as an allowed closed
session.

6. Public Comment.
a. The Commission shall provide an opportunity for members of the public to

address the Commission on items within its jurisdiction.
b. Members of the public may comment on any item on the meeting agenda

during Commission consideration of the item. The Commission Chair will
invite public comment following the staff presentation and prior to final
Commission deliberations.
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c. Each speaker will be allotted time for comment as set by the Commission
Chair (generally two minutes).

d. The Chair may limit the amount of time members of the public are allocated
for individual comments to less than two minutes per agenda item if the
number of commenters wishing to speak would otherwise exceed 30 minutes
per agenda item.

e. A member of the public requiring translation or interpretive services will have
double the allotted time.

10. Minutes. The Staff Liaison shall ensure minutes are prepared and maintained as
public records.

ARTICLE VI. QUORUM & VOTING 
1. Quorum. A majority of the total authorized seats of the Commission shall constitute

a quorum for the transaction of business, including vacant seats. The Commission is
a nine-member body; therefore, a quorum shall always be five (5) members, even if
one or more seats are vacant.

2. Action. Actions require the affirmative vote of a majority of members present.

3. Parliamentary Authority. Meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Robert’s
Rules of Order, except where inconsistent with law or these Bylaws.

ARTICLE VII. SUBCOMMITTEES 
1. Standing Subcommittees. Standing committees are established by vote of the

Commission and subject to the Brown Act.

2. Ad Hoc Subcommittees. The Commission may establish ad hoc subcommittees by
a majority vote of the Commission at a duly noticed meeting. Ad hoc subcommittees
shall be formed for specific, limited purposes and for a defined duration.

a. Each ad hoc subcommittee shall consist of fewer than a quorum of the
Commission and, as such, shall not be subject to the Brown Act.

b. At the time an ad hoc subcommittee is established, the Chair shall clearly
state the subcommittee’s purpose and anticipated duration, and shall
appoint its members.

c. The creation of the ad hoc subcommittee, including its purpose, membership, 
and duration, shall be reflected in the meeting minutes.
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d. Unless extended by further action of the Commission, an ad hoc
subcommittee shall automatically dissolve upon completion of its assigned
task or stated duration.

3. Roles and Responsibilities – Standing and Ad Hoc
a. Subcommittee members will represent the interests of the entire body to the

best of their ability.
b. Subcommittee members will determine key activities, such as meetings,

deadlines, and project completion targets to achieve their assigned initiative.
c. Subcommittees will meet as needed and report on their activities at full

Commission meetings.
d. If desired, members may designate a lead member to facilitate meetings,

develop agendas, coordinate subject matter experts, and perform related
responsibilities.

ARTICLE VIII. TRAINING 

1. Training Requirements. The Commission shall establish, in collaboration with the
Inspector General and Sheriffs Office, a required training curriculum to ensure
Commissioners possess necessary expertise to carry out the Commission’s
mandates. The Commission shall work with the Inspector General and the Sheriff’s
Office to update the training requirements as needed to stay relevant with the
changing landscape of law enforcement. Training is to be conducted by experts on
the topics…by others knowledgeable about effective practices in civilian oversight of
law enforcement. (§ 2.37.040)

ARTICLE IX. BYLAW AMENDMENTS 
1. Amendment Procedure. Amendments may be proposed by any member and shall

require an affirmative vote of a majority of the total membership.

2. Board Approval. All amendments shall be reviewed and approved by the Board of
Supervisors before becoming effective.

3. Review Cycle. These Bylaws should be reviewed at least once every five years or as
directed by the Board of Supervisors.
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ARTICLE X. CERTIFICATION 
Adopted by the Civilian Oversight Commission at a duly noticed meeting on ______. 

Reviewed by County Counsel and approved by the Marin County Board of Supervisors on 
_____. 

_____________________________ Chair 
_____________________________ Vice Chair 

Appendices 
A. Ordinance 3824
B. Code of Conduct
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AGENDA DATE: January 22, 2026 

TO:   Civilian Oversight Commission 

FROM: Linn Walsh, Deputy County Executive 

SUBJECT:  Consideration of Draft Standard Response and Website 
Language for Community Complaints 

RECOMMENDATION: Review and provide feedback on the proposed draft 
email response and website language for community complaints (Attachment 
A). If the Commission determines only minor edits are needed, approve the 
language for use in Commission correspondence and posting on the County 
website; otherwise, direct staff to return the draft to the Community Outreach 
and Engagement Ad Hoc Subcommittee for further refinement. 

SUMMARY: This report presents draft response language intended to improve 
how the Civilian Oversight Commission acknowledges and responds to 
complaints and concerns received from community members regarding the 
Marin County Sheriff’s Office. The proposed language provides clearer 
information, a more responsive tone, and transparency regarding the current 
and future complaint processes while the Office of the Inspector General is 
being established. 

POLICY FRAMEWORK: Ordinance No. 3824, Sections 2.37 .020 and 
2.37.200 requires the Commission and Inspector General to jointly develop an 
independent and accessible complaint intake process that provides an 
additional pathway for submitting complaints regarding the Sheriff’s Office, 
while ensuring that complaints are handled in accordance with state law. 

DISCUSSION/BACKGROUND: Since its inaugural meeting on August 25, 
2025, the Civilian Oversight Commission has received correspondence from 
community members with concerns and complaints related to the Sheriff’s 
Office. To date, staff responses have been limited to acknowledging receipt and 
informing individuals that their correspondence would be forwarded to the 
Commission. 

Commissioners expressed a desire to provide more meaningful, transparent, 
and supportive responses to community members, particularly during the 
period before the independent complaint intake process required by Ordinance 
No. 3824 is established. To support this work, the Commission directed the 
Community Outreach and Engagement Ad Hoc Subcommittee, comprised of 
Commissioners Lynn Oldham Robinett, Dr. Gina Fromer, Felecia Gaston, and 
Solange Echeverria, to develop draft response language. Over the course of 

Agenda Item 6
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PG. 2 OF 2 four meetings held over approximately three months, the subcommittee 
discussed the need for response language that:  

1. Clearly explains the current status of the complaint process:
2. Distinguishes between complaints about specific incidents or personnel

and broader policy or practice concerns;
3. Avoids making commitments about investigations before procedures are

finalized;
4. Communicates empathy and acknowledges community concerns; and
5. Strengthens transparency and accountability.

The Ad Hoc Subcommittee consulted with subject matter expert Tina Barr, 
Director of Training and Education for NACOLE, regarding community 
engagement and outreach considerations. Draft response language was 
prepared by staff and reviewed by County Counsel prior to being brought 
forward for Commissioner consideration.  

The draft language explains that an independent complaint intake process is 
planned for future development and clarifies that, in the interim, complaints 
involving the Sheriff’s Office are submitted through the Sheriff’s Office’s existing 
complaint process. 

EQUITY IMPACT SECTION: The proposed language is intended to promote 
equitable access to information by providing clear, plain-language explanations 
of the complaint process and next steps. By using a more responsive and 
transparent tone, the language is designed to be accessible and 
understandable for community members 

COMMUNICATIONS & ENGAGEMENT:  If approved, staff will: 
1. Begin using the approved language in email correspondence
2. Post the website content on the County website
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EMAIL RESPONSE 1 - Complaints About Sheriff’s Office Personnel or 
Specific Incidents  

Subject: Thank You for Contacting the Civilian Oversight Commission 

Body: 
We have received your message, and we appreciate you taking the time to reach out and 
share your concern. 

The Civilian Oversight Commission receives correspondence from community members 
regarding questions, concerns, or complaints related to the Marin County Sheriff’s Office. 
The Commission maintains records of the correspondence it receives as part of its 
administrative responsibilities. 

As established by County ordinance, the Commission, in collaboration with the Office of 
the Inspector General, is responsible for developing an independent and accessible 
complaint process that will provide an additional option for submitting complaints related 
to the Sheriff’s Office. The County is currently in the process of hiring an Inspector General, 
who is anticipated to begin this work following completion of the recruitment process.  

At this time, the independent complaint process is still under development. While this work 
is underway, the formal process currently available to file or follow up on a complaint 
regarding Sheriff’s Office personnel or a specific incident is through the Marin County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

To file or follow up on a complaint at this time: 
• Contact the Marin County Sheriff’s Office to request a complaint form or submit one

online: Marin County Sheriff’s Citizen Complaint Process
• Forms are available in English and Spanish and may be submitted by mail or in

person.
• After review, the Sheriff’s Office will notify you in writing of the outcome of its

investigation.

We anticipate the new Inspector General to be appointed in spring of 2026. Once they are  
in place and the independent complaint process is established, information about how to 
submit a complaint will be made available on the Commission’s website.   

We appreciate your patience and understanding while this new process is being 
developed. 

Agenda Item 65 
Attachment A
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DRAFT 

EMAIL RESPONSE 2 - Concerns About Sheriff’s Office Policies and 
Practices 

Subject: Thank You for Contacting the Civilian Oversight Commission 

Body: 
We have received your message, and we appreciate you taking the time to reach out and 
share your concern. 

The Commission receives correspondence from community members regarding policies, 
procedures, and practices of the Marin County Sheriff’s Office. Examples of these topics 
may include jail operations, federal immigration matters, RIPA data, or the use of 
specialized equipment. 

As outlined in County ordinance, the Commission, in collaboration with the Inspector 
General once appointed, will develop and carry out a process to actively and continually 
monitor and make recommendations regarding the Sheriff’s Office’s compliance with 
applicable policies. This work is currently being planned, and the County anticipates 
appointing the Inspector General in spring 2026. 

Once the process is in place, community members will be able to submit policy-related 
concerns directly for consideration as part of the Commission’s monitoring and reporting 
work. When the process becomes active, it will be shared publicly on the Commission’s 
website.  

The Commission appreciates your patience and understanding as this new oversight 
framework is developed. 

WEBSITE TEXT 

Civilian Oversight Commission – Complaints 
The Civilian Oversight Commission receives inquiries and comments from community 
members regarding the Marin County Sheriff’s Office. The information below explains how 
to share your concerns, depending on the type of issue.

1. Complaints About Sheriff’s Office Personnel or Specific Incidents
If your concern involves a specific interaction with a deputy or other Sheriff’s Office
employee, or if you have questions about how a prior complaint was handled, the formal
process currently available is through the Sheriff’s Office.
To file or follow up on a complaint:
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DRAFT 

• Visit the Marin County Sheriff’s Citizen Complaint Process webpage.
• Request a complaint form or submit one online.
• Forms are available in English and Spanish and may be submitted by mail or in

person.
• After review, the Sheriff’s Office will notify you in writing of the outcome of its

investigation.

As established by County ordinance, the Civilian Oversight Commission, in collaboration 
with the Office of the Inspector General, once appointed, will develop an independent and 
accessible complaint process that will provide an additional option for submitting 
complaints related to the Sheriff’s Office. This process is currently under development and 
will be shared publicly on this website once it is established. Thank you for your patience.

2. Concerns About Sheriff’s Office Policies and Practices
If your concern relates to a policy, procedure, or practice of the Marin County Sheriff’s
Office, such as jail operations, federal immigration matters, RIPA data, or the use of
specialized equipment, the Commission has a distinct role.

As outlined in County ordinance, the Commission, in collaboration with the Inspector 
General once appointed, will develop and carry out a process to actively and continually 
monitor and make recommendations regarding the Sheriff’s Office’s compliance with 
applicable policies, procedures, training, practices, and governing laws.  

This work is currently being planned, and the County anticipates appointing the Inspector 
General in spring 2026. Information about this process will be shared publicly on the 
Commission’s website when it becomes available. Thank you for your patience. 
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From 

 

Robbie Powelson 

Robbiepowelson@gmail.com 

415-847-7500 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

Marin County Sheriffs Office 

Sheriff 

Jamie Scardina  

j_scardina@marinsheriff.org 

 

Marin County Sheriffs Civilian Oversight Commission 

Linn Walsh 

linn.walsh@marincounty.gov 

 

Marin County Sheriffs Complaint Form Intake 
h_rock@marinsheriff.org 

 

DECEMBER 7 2025 

 

Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department Officers 

Against Residents Of Binford Road 

 

Mr. Scardina, Mr. Washington, and MCSCOC, 

 

I request the Marin County Sheriffs Office and Marin Couny Sheriffs Civilian Oversight 

Commission initiate an investigation of Officer Michael Thompson’s conduct on Binford Road. 

 

First, Mr. Thompson violating the County of Marin’s public policy of abstaining from 

enforcing California Vehicle Code “CVC” 22651(K) and CVC  22651(O) against Sean Derning 

[See Notice Exhibit A] who has lived on Binford Road for the past three year. Thompson’s 

action violates the policies promulgated by County Supervisor Eric Lucan that he presented in an 

issue of the Pacific Sun last year. https://pacificsun.com/binford-road-vehicle-encampment-in-

posh-marin-county/   

 

I know personally that  Mr. Derning has lived on Binford Road, like dozens of other 

people, on Binford for years in his motorhome and like most motorhomes, the registration is 

expired. There is no explanation on the notice why, out of dozens of other vehicles similiariy 

situated Mr. Derning is being singled out.  

 

Second, I am told by Mr. Derning that Thompson is doing this because it is his opinion 

that Mr. Derning’s site is not clean enough. If so, Thompson’s action is an abuse of discretion 

because Mr. Derning’s site is cleaner than several other domiciles on Binford Road. Mr. 

Derning’s possessions are neither in the roadway, nor going into the estuary – most of it is 

mailto:Robbiepowelson@gmail.com
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tucked between a fence and his vehicle – like everyone else on Binford Road.  See Exhibit C, 

Sean Derning’s home. Compare to Exhibit D – other vehicles on Binford Road. 

 

Third, I am complaining that the County of Marin and Marin County Sheriffs Office has 

given seemingly unlimited discretion to Deputy Thompson to put people’s lives in jeopardy. This 

is the middle of winter. Mr. Derning is suffering from a serious infection and has open sores on 

his head. His only place he can stay warm and sheltered from the cold is his motorhome. 

Thompson has not provided him alternative shelter, nor could he because Homeward Bound is 

unlikely to give Derning a bed because of his open sores. Deputy Thompson’s actions may kill 

Mr. Derning given his current, dire medical circumstances.  

 

 

Thompson Contradicts Supervisor Lucan By Enforcing CVC 22651(K) and CVC  

22651(O) On Binford Road 

 

This was almost two years ago, District 5 Supervisor Eric Lucan publicly announced in 

the Pacific Sun the County’s position that “We do not want to rip people from their housing, and 

we’re not enforcing a 72-hour parking rule. “It took four to five years for Binford Road to grow 

like this. It’s going to take time to find better options for each of these individuals.” 

https://pacificsun.com/binford-road-vehicle-encampment-in-posh-marin-county/ .  

 

In spite of that – and the fact that under the Encampment Resolution Fund Grant from the 

State to the County, I have witnessed that there are dozens of vehicles with expired registration 

and that have been parked for years on Binford.  

 

Nevertheless, when  Deputy Thompson decides to – based on non-public criteria that is 

unappealable – he enforces the 72 hour rule and registration.  

 

Thompson Behavior Part of Pattern Of Conduct That Was Restrained By A Federal Judge 

Last Year 

 

 

Last year in Fleming v. Marin County Sheriffs Department et al (3:24-cv-03859-RS) a 

federal judge issued a restraining order when the only openly gay man sued Deputy Thompson to 

stop the towing of his home. The plaintiff in that case alleged that Deputy Thompson had 

exhibited animosity towards the LGBTQ community and singled them out for eviction. Another 

witness stated Thompson had interrogated her on the plaintffs sexuality as well in the time 

leading up to the eviction. They also alleged that Deputy Thompson did not provide any 

alternative shelter or assistance that would mitigate the forseeable danger of being destitute on 

the street without a hardsided shelter. Thompson seemingly expected this man to cross the train 

tracks and sleep under the highway. The judge restrained Thompson and issued a restraining 

order. Without admitting wrong doing, the County rescinded the threatened tow and the Plaintiff 

continues to live on Binford. There was never an explanation why he was singled out.  

 

Now, Deputy Thompson again has selectively – out of the dozens of residents on Binford 

Road – selected another person he dislikes for removal. This time it is Sean Derning – who is 



one of the few people to have sued Thompson for the summary destruction of property on 

Binford Road and for disability discrimination in the case of Silveria v Marin County Sheriffs 

Department 3:24-cv-03181-AMO. In that case, this person put Thompson on notice that he 

suffers from disabilities that make it difficult for him to keep his living area clean (even though 

he has always kept everything out of the roadway).  

 

The use of expired registration and 72 hours park prohibitions – which are not enforced 

on the road generally for people like Sean who has lived there for years – is cruel, callous, 

unlawful. It makes Thompson judge, jury, and demolisher of peoples homes.  

 

Mr. Derning’s Home Is Not A Public Health Hazard  

 

 

I personally witnessed Sean’s site the other day. It is about as clean as any other of the 

motorhomes on Binford Road. It is also substantially clearner than in the past when I have seen 

it. While it might be a little messy around the dwelling, it is nothing that is blocking any roadway 

or posing a public health hazard to his neighbors. Sean is not disposing dangerous chemicals. 

Rather, its just a little messy. 

 

Officer Thompson’s conduct is in inconsistent – in the Pacific Sun article that profiled 

him he expressed sympathy for people suffering from hoarding disorders. “There are a lot of 

hoarders everywhere,” Thompson said. “We just don’t see them.” Id. 

 

However, while expressing that behind public limelight Officer Thompson is behaving 

inconsistently and in a way that threatens the health and welfare of your constituents. And to be 

fair, this may not all be Officer Thompsons fault – the County of Marin has told him to regulate 

the road without providing any guardrails, procedures, or due process for residents who are 

powerless against Officer Thompson’s unchecked discretion.  

 

Whatever the reason Deputy Thompson may assert caused him to post the notice does not 

change how inappropriate it is for him to use vehicle codes that the County is not applying on 

Binford. It misconstrues Mr. Derning’s and those like him as irresponsible driver, rather than the 

truth – that the County has a program that provides them services and a place to live in vehicular 

homes. To simply permit an officer discretion to destroy someone’s home and extirpate them 

from a county program without due process is an insult to tax payers who have invested in the 

success of this program. It is also an afront to the rule of law and basic principles of due process 

in the United States. It put a pallor of terror across all people living on Binford Road that their 

homes can be destroyed during the middle of winter without any recourse available to them. 

Thompson methodology, even if he believes it to be reasonable, is barbaric and responsible 

parties must intervene.  

 

 

CC 

Marin County Sherrifs Oversight Commission 

 

 



Sara McEvoy, District 1 Representative 

Tom McInerney, District 2 Representative 

Felecia Gaston, District 3 Representative 

Lynn Oldham Robinett, District 4 Representative 

Dr. Gina Fromer, District 5 Representative 

Doug Lee, At-Large Representative 

Linda Cieslak Sandoval, At-Large Representative 

Solange Echeverria, At-Large Representative 

Winston Chan, At-Large Representative 
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Robbie Powelson 
Robbiepowelson@gmail.com 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
December 14 2025 
 
Jacy Dardine, 
Jacy.Dardine@marincounty.gov 
 
Andrea O’Malley 
Andrea.OMalley@marincounty.gov 
 
Julia Barnes 
Julia.Barnes@MarinCounty.gov 
 
Michael Thompson 
M_Thompson@marinsheriff.org 

RE: Renewing Disability Accommodation & Interactive Process For Sean Derning 

As you are aware, Mr. Sean Derning has formally designated me as his companion and 

support person for purposes of engaging in the County’s disability accommodation process. In 

that capacity, we are proposing that we promptly schedule a meeting to engage in the ADA 

interactive process and identify accommodations that reasonably balance Mr. Derning’s 

disabilities with the County’s operational concerns. 

To allow this process to occur, we ask that the County rescind the tow as it did with 

Joseph Fleming in 2024. There, Thompson has issued a notice under 22651(o) & (k), and 

voluntarily retracted that tow notice after Mr. Fleming requested it. See Fleming v Marin County 

Sheriffs Department 3:24-cv-03859-RS ECF 13, 8-1. Here, Mr. Derning is requesting the same 

thing – and in good faith so we can resolve this dispute and work towards our shared interests of 

keeping Binford Road clean, safe, and Mr. Derning on a pathway to housing.  

Mr. Derning shares the County’s stated interest in maintaining a clean and orderly living 

environment. Since at least 2024, he has been proactive in seeking assistance, requesting 

disability accommodations, and cooperating with the County’s monthly cleanup efforts. As 

reflected in the photographs submitted with Julia Barnes’s declaration, Mr. Derning has 

consistently worked directly with cleanup crews and has made substantial and visible progress 

over time. A comparison of his living area from Exhibit A to the most recent photographs in 

Exhibits N–P demonstrates marked improvement. It is undisputed that his property is not 

obstructing the roadway and is located between the fence line and his motorhome. 
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Given this undisputed progress, the remaining dispute appears to stem primarily from 

miscommunication rather than noncompliance. A central point of confusion has been the 

County’s definition of “storage.” Like other residents along Binford Road, Mr. Derning 

necessarily moves items in and out of his motorhome while cleaning, organizing, or working. 

This often requires temporarily placing items on the ground to access property stored underneath. 

This practice is common along the road and reflects ordinary living activity—not permanent 

outdoor storage. Mr. Derning does not understand why he is being singled out for enforcement 

under these circumstances. 

This breakdown in communication can be traced to June 2024. On June 8, 2024, Mr. 

Derning expressly requested that I be designated as his support person for purposes of the 

disability accommodation process, including assistance with triaging property to storage. On 

June 11, 2024, Andrea O’Malley informed me that she would not communicate with me and 

would communicate only with Mr. Derning. While Ms. O’Malley later engaged hoarding 

specialists to assist Mr. Derning—an effort that has clearly contributed to the improved 

conditions—the County’s refusal to communicate with Mr. Derning’s designated companion has 

materially impaired the interactive process. 

Mr. Derning has repeatedly explained that he suffers from PTSD, anxiety, and related 

mental health conditions that impair his ability to receive, retain, process, and communicate 

information—particularly in high-stress interactions with government officials. Allowing a 

designated support person to assist him is a reasonable and necessary accommodation. I am 

willing to continue assisting in that role. In addition, Mr. Derning’s case manager, Jennifer 

Mallow, and his treating nurse, Megan Brizzolara, have both indicated their willingness to 

participate in a collaborative meeting with the County to resolve these issues in a manner that 

protects the health and safety of all involved. 

On December 8, 2025, Mr. Derning formally submitted a renewed request for disability 

accommodations seeking rescission of the tow notice placed on his non-operative motorhome, 

which has been his sole shelter for the past three years. The motorhome is essential to managing 

multiple disabilities, including a serious staphylococcal infection currently causing visible 

bleeding cysts, fever, and exhaustion, as well as PTSD, anxiety, depression, hoarding disorder, 

and permanent nerve damage from a prior staphylococcal infection to his hand.  

This request is part of a long-standing series of accommodation requests made by Mr. 

Derning—and by me on his behalf—since 2024. Despite this, the County has effectively refused 

to engage in a meaningful interactive process by excluding Mr. Derning’s designated companion 

and communicating with him exclusively, despite clear notice of his disabilities. 

The applicable law is clear. Under 28 C.F.R. § 35.130(b)(7)(i), a public entity must make 

reasonable modifications to policies and practices when necessary to avoid disability 

discrimination unless it can demonstrate a fundamental alteration. Under 28 C.F.R. § 35.164, the 

burden of proving such an alteration rests with the public entity and must be supported by a 

written determination made by the head of the agency or designee after considering all available 

resources. Further, 28 C.F.R. § 35.160(a)(1) requires public entities to ensure that 



communications with individuals with disabilities—and their companions—are as effective as 

communications with others. 

Here, the County has neither issued a written determination explaining why rescinding 

the tow notice, clarifying standards, or providing written guidance would constitute a 

fundamental alteration, nor proposed an alternative accommodation that would ensure equal 

access. Instead, the County has continued to proceed without engaging Mr. Derning’s designated 

companion, despite express notice and legal entitlement to such assistance. 

We believe this matter is resolvable. However, resolution requires the County’s 

willingness to engage in good-faith communication with Mr. Derning and his designated 

companions. Accordingly, we request an expedited meeting that includes County representatives, 

Mr. Derning, myself, his case manager, and his nurse to identify reasonable accommodations and 

avoid further harm. 

Finally, the timing of this enforcement is particularly troubling. It is the holiday season. 

Forecasts from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration project rain throughout 

the coming week. Evicting Mr. Derning from his only shelter—after three years—while he is 

suffering from a serious staphylococcal infection, and without providing any alternative shelter, 

would be medically dangerous and would shock the conscience. Taxpayers have invested 

substantial resources into Binford Road with the stated goal of helping residents stabilize and 

move toward housing. Making Mr. Derning destitute at this stage undermines that investment 

and serves no legitimate public purpose. 

The County should rescind the tow notice and engage immediately in the ADA 

interactive process with Mr. Derning and his designated companions to reach a lawful and 

humane resolution. 

 

I hope we can work this out promptly. 

Truly yours, 

/s/Robbie Powelson 

 
CC Marin Board of Supervisors 
CC Marin Sheriff Civilian Oversight Commission 
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Subject: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department Officers Against Residents Of Binford

Road
Date: Sunday, December 7, 2025 6:06:45 PM
Attachments: 251207 Complaint MCSO Writing Dear MCSO Oversight Committee.pdf
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Please see attached complaint directed towards the MCSO and Deputy Thompson. 
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From 


 


Robbie Powelson 


Robbiepowelson@gmail.com 


415-847-7500 


 


VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 


 


Marin County Sheriffs Office 


Sheriff 


Jamie Scardina  


j_scardina@marinsheriff.org 


 


Marin County Sheriffs Civilian Oversight Commission 


Linn Walsh 


linn.walsh@marincounty.gov 


 


Marin County Sheriffs Complaint Form Intake 
h_rock@marinsheriff.org 


 


DECEMBER 7 2025 


 


Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department Officers 


Against Residents Of Binford Road 


 


Mr. Scardina, Mr. Washington, and MCSCOC, 


 


I request the Marin County Sheriffs Office and Marin Couny Sheriffs Civilian Oversight 


Commission initiate an investigation of Officer Michael Thompson’s conduct on Binford Road. 


 


First, Mr. Thompson violating the County of Marin’s public policy of abstaining from 


enforcing California Vehicle Code “CVC” 22651(K) and CVC  22651(O) against Sean Derning 


[See Notice Exhibit A] who has lived on Binford Road for the past three year. Thompson’s 


action violates the policies promulgated by County Supervisor Eric Lucan that he presented in an 


issue of the Pacific Sun last year. https://pacificsun.com/binford-road-vehicle-encampment-in-


posh-marin-county/   


 


I know personally that  Mr. Derning has lived on Binford Road, like dozens of other 


people, on Binford for years in his motorhome and like most motorhomes, the registration is 


expired. There is no explanation on the notice why, out of dozens of other vehicles similiariy 


situated Mr. Derning is being singled out.  


 


Second, I am told by Mr. Derning that Thompson is doing this because it is his opinion 


that Mr. Derning’s site is not clean enough. If so, Thompson’s action is an abuse of discretion 


because Mr. Derning’s site is cleaner than several other domiciles on Binford Road. Mr. 


Derning’s possessions are neither in the roadway, nor going into the estuary – most of it is 
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tucked between a fence and his vehicle – like everyone else on Binford Road.  See Exhibit C, 


Sean Derning’s home. Compare to Exhibit D – other vehicles on Binford Road. 


 


Third, I am complaining that the County of Marin and Marin County Sheriffs Office has 


given seemingly unlimited discretion to Deputy Thompson to put people’s lives in jeopardy. This 


is the middle of winter. Mr. Derning is suffering from a serious infection and has open sores on 


his head. His only place he can stay warm and sheltered from the cold is his motorhome. 


Thompson has not provided him alternative shelter, nor could he because Homeward Bound is 


unlikely to give Derning a bed because of his open sores. Deputy Thompson’s actions may kill 


Mr. Derning given his current, dire medical circumstances.  


 


 


Thompson Contradicts Supervisor Lucan By Enforcing CVC 22651(K) and CVC  


22651(O) On Binford Road 


 


This was almost two years ago, District 5 Supervisor Eric Lucan publicly announced in 


the Pacific Sun the County’s position that “We do not want to rip people from their housing, and 


we’re not enforcing a 72-hour parking rule. “It took four to five years for Binford Road to grow 


like this. It’s going to take time to find better options for each of these individuals.” 


https://pacificsun.com/binford-road-vehicle-encampment-in-posh-marin-county/ .  


 


In spite of that – and the fact that under the Encampment Resolution Fund Grant from the 


State to the County, I have witnessed that there are dozens of vehicles with expired registration 


and that have been parked for years on Binford.  


 


Nevertheless, when  Deputy Thompson decides to – based on non-public criteria that is 


unappealable – he enforces the 72 hour rule and registration.  


 


Thompson Behavior Part of Pattern Of Conduct That Was Restrained By A Federal Judge 


Last Year 


 


 


Last year in Fleming v. Marin County Sheriffs Department et al (3:24-cv-03859-RS) a 


federal judge issued a restraining order when the only openly gay man sued Deputy Thompson to 


stop the towing of his home. The plaintiff in that case alleged that Deputy Thompson had 


exhibited animosity towards the LGBTQ community and singled them out for eviction. Another 


witness stated Thompson had interrogated her on the plaintffs sexuality as well in the time 


leading up to the eviction. They also alleged that Deputy Thompson did not provide any 


alternative shelter or assistance that would mitigate the forseeable danger of being destitute on 


the street without a hardsided shelter. Thompson seemingly expected this man to cross the train 


tracks and sleep under the highway. The judge restrained Thompson and issued a restraining 


order. Without admitting wrong doing, the County rescinded the threatened tow and the Plaintiff 


continues to live on Binford. There was never an explanation why he was singled out.  


 


Now, Deputy Thompson again has selectively – out of the dozens of residents on Binford 


Road – selected another person he dislikes for removal. This time it is Sean Derning – who is 







one of the few people to have sued Thompson for the summary destruction of property on 


Binford Road and for disability discrimination in the case of Silveria v Marin County Sheriffs 


Department 3:24-cv-03181-AMO. In that case, this person put Thompson on notice that he 


suffers from disabilities that make it difficult for him to keep his living area clean (even though 


he has always kept everything out of the roadway).  


 


The use of expired registration and 72 hours park prohibitions – which are not enforced 


on the road generally for people like Sean who has lived there for years – is cruel, callous, 


unlawful. It makes Thompson judge, jury, and demolisher of peoples homes.  


 


Mr. Derning’s Home Is Not A Public Health Hazard  


 


 


I personally witnessed Sean’s site the other day. It is about as clean as any other of the 


motorhomes on Binford Road. It is also substantially clearner than in the past when I have seen 


it. While it might be a little messy around the dwelling, it is nothing that is blocking any roadway 


or posing a public health hazard to his neighbors. Sean is not disposing dangerous chemicals. 


Rather, its just a little messy. 


 


Officer Thompson’s conduct is in inconsistent – in the Pacific Sun article that profiled 


him he expressed sympathy for people suffering from hoarding disorders. “There are a lot of 


hoarders everywhere,” Thompson said. “We just don’t see them.” Id. 


 


However, while expressing that behind public limelight Officer Thompson is behaving 


inconsistently and in a way that threatens the health and welfare of your constituents. And to be 


fair, this may not all be Officer Thompsons fault – the County of Marin has told him to regulate 


the road without providing any guardrails, procedures, or due process for residents who are 


powerless against Officer Thompson’s unchecked discretion.  


 


Whatever the reason Deputy Thompson may assert caused him to post the notice does not 


change how inappropriate it is for him to use vehicle codes that the County is not applying on 


Binford. It misconstrues Mr. Derning’s and those like him as irresponsible driver, rather than the 


truth – that the County has a program that provides them services and a place to live in vehicular 


homes. To simply permit an officer discretion to destroy someone’s home and extirpate them 


from a county program without due process is an insult to tax payers who have invested in the 


success of this program. It is also an afront to the rule of law and basic principles of due process 


in the United States. It put a pallor of terror across all people living on Binford Road that their 


homes can be destroyed during the middle of winter without any recourse available to them. 


Thompson methodology, even if he believes it to be reasonable, is barbaric and responsible 


parties must intervene.  


 


 


CC 


Marin County Sherrifs Oversight Commission 


 


 







Sara McEvoy, District 1 Representative 


Tom McInerney, District 2 Representative 


Felecia Gaston, District 3 Representative 


Lynn Oldham Robinett, District 4 Representative 


Dr. Gina Fromer, District 5 Representative 


Doug Lee, At-Large Representative 


Linda Cieslak Sandoval, At-Large Representative 


Solange Echeverria, At-Large Representative 


Winston Chan, At-Large Representative 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

 

SEAN DERNING, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

 
MARIN COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT, et al., 

Defendants. 

 

Case No.  25-cv-10498-RFL    
 
 
ORDER SETTING STATUS 

CONFERENCE 

Re: Dkt. No. 3 

 

A status conference concerning Plaintiff’s TRO Application (Dkt. No. 3) is set for 

Tuesday, December 9, 2025, at 3:30 p.m., via Zoom.  Zoom access is available at the following 

link: https://cand.uscourts.gov/judges/rfl/lin-rita-f.  At the status conference, the parties should be 

prepared to discuss the timing of Defendants’ response to the TRO Application, whether 

Defendants will voluntarily agree to maintain the status quo for a short period of time to permit 

consideration of Plaintiff’s request on an adequate record and with sufficient briefing, and 

Defendants’ position on converting the TRO to a preliminary injunction motion to heard on a 

longer timeline while maintaining the current status quo.  The Clerk shall provide a courtesy 

copy of the Complaint, TRO Application, and this Order to Defendants’ counsel via email. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Dated: December 8, 2025 

  

RITA F. LIN 
United States District Judge 

Case 3:25-cv-10498-RFL     Document 9     Filed 12/08/25     Page 1 of 1
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From: Robbie .Powelson
To: Linn Walsh; Sara McEvoy
Subject: Fwd: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department Officers Against Residents Of

Binford Road
Date: Monday, December 8, 2025 11:42:53 AM
Attachments: 251207 Complaint MCSO Writing Dear MCSO Oversight Committee 2.pdf

You don't often get email from robbiepowelson@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Linn Walsh - would you please forward the attached complaint to the Marin Sheriff Civilian
Oversight Commission and enter into public comment for the meeting tomorrow. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 7, 2025 at 6:07 PM
Subject: Fwd: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department
Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road
To: <h_rock@marinsheriff.org>

Attached is the complaint with formal complaint cover page. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 7, 2025 at 6:05 PM
Subject: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department
Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road
To: <h_rock@marinsheriff.org>, <linn.walsh@marincounty.gov>,
<j_scardina@marinsheriff.org>
Cc: Jason Sarris <spacin101@gmail.com>, Naja-Riese, Gary <gnajariese@marincounty.org>,
Sara McEvoy <skmh3949@gmail.com>

Please see attached complaint directed towards the MCSO and Deputy Thompson. 
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“


1600 Los Gamos Drive, Suite 200 
San Rafael, CA 94903 


415-473-7233


__________________________________________________________________________________________


REPORTING PARTY 


Name____________________________________________________________________________________________ 


Home Address____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Cell Phone _______________________________________ Home Phone __________________________________ 


Email Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 


Date/Time of Incident _______________________ Location  ___________________________________________ 


WITNESS(ES) 


NAME  _____________________  ADDRESS  _________________________     PHONE NUMBER  ______________ 


NAME  _____________________  ADDRESS  _________________________   PHONE NUMBER  ______________ 


NAME  _____________________  ADDRESS  _________________________     PHONE NUMBER  ______________ 


NAME OR DESCRIPTION OF SHERIFF’S EMPLOYEE WHO IS THE SUBJECT OF COMPLAINT 


You have the right to make a complaint against a Deputy Sheriff for any improper 
police conduct. California law requires this agency to have a procedure to investigate citizen 
complaints.  You have a right to a written description of this procedure.  This agency may find after 
investigation that there is not enough evidence to warrant action on your complaint; even if 
that is the case, you have the right to make the complaint and have it investigated if you 
believe a deputy or Sheriff’s employee behaved improperly.  Citizen complaints and any reports 
or findings relating to complaints, must be retained by this agency for at least five years. 


I have read and understand the above statement. 


Signature of reporting party:  ____________________________    Date/Time:  __________________________ 


RECEIVING DEPUTY/EMPLOYEE 


SIGNATURE  ________________________________  BADGE NO.  ________ DATE/TIME______________________ 
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“


NARRATIVE (Describe Misconduct)







From 
 
Robbie Powelson 
Robbiepowelson@gmail.com 
415-847-7500 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Marin County Sheriffs Office 
Sheriff 
Jamie Scardina  
j_scardina@marinsheriff.org 
 
Marin County Sheriffs Civilian Oversight Commission 
Linn Walsh 
linn.walsh@marincounty.gov 
 
Marin County Sheriffs Complaint Form Intake 
h_rock@marinsheriff.org 
 
DECEMBER 7 2025 
 
Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department Officers 
Against Residents Of Binford Road 
 
Mr. Scardina, Mr. Washington, and MCSCOC, 
 


I request the Marin County Sheriffs Office and Marin Couny Sheriffs Civilian Oversight 
Commission initiate an investigation of Officer Michael Thompson’s conduct on Binford Road. 
 


First, Mr. Thompson violating the County of Marin’s public policy of abstaining from 
enforcing California Vehicle Code “CVC” 22651(K) and CVC  22651(O) against Sean Derning 
[See Notice Exhibit A] who has lived on Binford Road for the past three year. Thompson’s 
action violates the policies promulgated by County Supervisor Eric Lucan that he presented in an 
issue of the Pacific Sun last year. https://pacificsun.com/binford-road-vehicle-encampment-in-
posh-marin-county/   


 
I know personally that  Mr. Derning has lived on Binford Road, like dozens of other 


people, on Binford for years in his motorhome and like most motorhomes, the registration is 
expired. There is no explanation on the notice why, out of dozens of other vehicles similiariy 
situated Mr. Derning is being singled out.  


 
Second, I am told by Mr. Derning that Thompson is doing this because it is his opinion 


that Mr. Derning’s site is not clean enough. If so, Thompson’s action is an abuse of discretion 
because Mr. Derning’s site is cleaner than several other domiciles on Binford Road. Mr. 
Derning’s possessions are neither in the roadway, nor going into the estuary – most of it is 
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tucked between a fence and his vehicle – like everyone else on Binford Road.  See Exhibit C, 
Sean Derning’s home. Compare to Exhibit D – other vehicles on Binford Road. 


 
Third, I am complaining that the County of Marin and Marin County Sheriffs Office has 


given seemingly unlimited discretion to Deputy Thompson to put people’s lives in jeopardy. This 
is the middle of winter. Mr. Derning is suffering from a serious infection and has open sores on 
his head. His only place he can stay warm and sheltered from the cold is his motorhome. 
Thompson has not provided him alternative shelter, nor could he because Homeward Bound is 
unlikely to give Derning a bed because of his open sores. Deputy Thompson’s actions may kill 
Mr. Derning given his current, dire medical circumstances.  
 
 
Thompson Contradicts Supervisor Lucan By Enforcing CVC 22651(K) and CVC  
22651(O) On Binford Road 
 


This was almost two years ago, District 5 Supervisor Eric Lucan publicly announced in 
the Pacific Sun the County’s position that “We do not want to rip people from their housing, and 
we’re not enforcing a 72-hour parking rule. “It took four to five years for Binford Road to grow 
like this. It’s going to take time to find better options for each of these individuals.” 
https://pacificsun.com/binford-road-vehicle-encampment-in-posh-marin-county/ .  
 


In spite of that – and the fact that under the Encampment Resolution Fund Grant from the 
State to the County, I have witnessed that there are dozens of vehicles with expired registration 
and that have been parked for years on Binford.  
 


Nevertheless, when  Deputy Thompson decides to – based on non-public criteria that is 
unappealable – he enforces the 72 hour rule and registration.  


 
Thompson Behavior Part of Pattern Of Conduct That Was Restrained By A Federal Judge 
Last Year 


 
 


Last year in Fleming v. Marin County Sheriffs Department et al (3:24-cv-03859-RS) a 
federal judge issued a restraining order when the only openly gay man sued Deputy Thompson to 
stop the towing of his home. The plaintiff in that case alleged that Deputy Thompson had 
exhibited animosity towards the LGBTQ community and singled them out for eviction. Another 
witness stated Thompson had interrogated her on the plaintffs sexuality as well in the time 
leading up to the eviction. They also alleged that Deputy Thompson did not provide any 
alternative shelter or assistance that would mitigate the forseeable danger of being destitute on 
the street without a hardsided shelter. Thompson seemingly expected this man to cross the train 
tracks and sleep under the highway. The judge restrained Thompson and issued a restraining 
order. Without admitting wrong doing, the County rescinded the threatened tow and the Plaintiff 
continues to live on Binford. There was never an explanation why he was singled out.  
 


Now, Deputy Thompson again has selectively – out of the dozens of residents on Binford 
Road – selected another person he dislikes for removal. This time it is Sean Derning – who is 







one of the few people to have sued Thompson for the summary destruction of property on 
Binford Road and for disability discrimination in the case of Silveria v Marin County Sheriffs 
Department 3:24-cv-03181-AMO. In that case, this person put Thompson on notice that he 
suffers from disabilities that make it difficult for him to keep his living area clean (even though 
he has always kept everything out of the roadway).  
 


The use of expired registration and 72 hours park prohibitions – which are not enforced 
on the road generally for people like Sean who has lived there for years – is cruel, callous, 
unlawful. It makes Thompson judge, jury, and demolisher of peoples homes.  


 
Mr. Derning’s Home Is Not A Public Health Hazard  


 
 


I personally witnessed Sean’s site the other day. It is about as clean as any other of the 
motorhomes on Binford Road. It is also substantially clearner than in the past when I have seen 
it. While it might be a little messy around the dwelling, it is nothing that is blocking any roadway 
or posing a public health hazard to his neighbors. Sean is not disposing dangerous chemicals. 
Rather, its just a little messy. 
 


Officer Thompson’s conduct is in inconsistent – in the Pacific Sun article that profiled 
him he expressed sympathy for people suffering from hoarding disorders. “There are a lot of 
hoarders everywhere,” Thompson said. “We just don’t see them.” Id. 
 


However, while expressing that behind public limelight Officer Thompson is behaving 
inconsistently and in a way that threatens the health and welfare of your constituents. And to be 
fair, this may not all be Officer Thompsons fault – the County of Marin has told him to regulate 
the road without providing any guardrails, procedures, or due process for residents who are 
powerless against Officer Thompson’s unchecked discretion.  
 


Whatever the reason Deputy Thompson may assert caused him to post the notice does not 
change how inappropriate it is for him to use vehicle codes that the County is not applying on 
Binford. It misconstrues Mr. Derning’s and those like him as irresponsible driver, rather than the 
truth – that the County has a program that provides them services and a place to live in vehicular 
homes. To simply permit an officer discretion to destroy someone’s home and extirpate them 
from a county program without due process is an insult to tax payers who have invested in the 
success of this program. It is also an afront to the rule of law and basic principles of due process 
in the United States. It put a pallor of terror across all people living on Binford Road that their 
homes can be destroyed during the middle of winter without any recourse available to them. 
Thompson methodology, even if he believes it to be reasonable, is barbaric and responsible 
parties must intervene.  
 
 
CC 
Marin County Sherrifs Oversight Commission 
 
 







Sara McEvoy, District 1 Representative 
Tom McInerney, District 2 Representative 
Felecia Gaston, District 3 Representative 
Lynn Oldham Robinett, District 4 Representative 
Dr. Gina Fromer, District 5 Representative 
Doug Lee, At-Large Representative 
Linda Cieslak Sandoval, At-Large Representative 
Solange Echeverria, At-Large Representative 
Winston Chan, At-Large Representative 
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From: Robbie .Powelson
To: Sara McEvoy; Linn Walsh
Subject: Fwd: Renewing Disability Accommodation & Interactive Process For Sean Derning on Binford Road
Date: Sunday, December 14, 2025 8:41:01 PM
Attachments: 251215 ADA Letter Sean Derning.pdf

Linn please provide this letter to the entire Civilian Oversight Commission to supplement my
complaint. 

I have also not heard back any confirmation from you that you have forwarded any documents
I've sent you to to any commission member. The only members email address I have is Ms.
McEvoy. Please share these documents and let me know when you do, or whether you get a
response from County Counsel. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 14, 2025 at 5:02 PM
Subject: RE: Renewing Disability Accommodation & Interactive Process For Sean Derning on
Binford Road
To: Jacy Dardine <Jacy.Dardine@marincounty.gov>, O'Malley, Andrea
<Andrea.OMalley@marincounty.gov>, <Julia.Barnes@marincounty.gov>,
<M_Thompson@marinsheriff.org>, <BOS@marincounty.org>

See attached. 
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Robbie Powelson 
Robbiepowelson@gmail.com 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
December 14 2025 
 
Jacy Dardine, 
Jacy.Dardine@marincounty.gov 
 
Andrea O’Malley 
Andrea.OMalley@marincounty.gov 
 
Julia Barnes 
Julia.Barnes@MarinCounty.gov 
 
Michael Thompson 
M_Thompson@marinsheriff.org 


RE: Renewing Disability Accommodation & Interactive Process For Sean Derning 


As you are aware, Mr. Sean Derning has formally designated me as his companion and 


support person for purposes of engaging in the County’s disability accommodation process. In 


that capacity, we are proposing that we promptly schedule a meeting to engage in the ADA 


interactive process and identify accommodations that reasonably balance Mr. Derning’s 


disabilities with the County’s operational concerns. 


To allow this process to occur, we ask that the County rescind the tow as it did with 


Joseph Fleming in 2024. There, Thompson has issued a notice under 22651(o) & (k), and 


voluntarily retracted that tow notice after Mr. Fleming requested it. See Fleming v Marin County 


Sheriffs Department 3:24-cv-03859-RS ECF 13, 8-1. Here, Mr. Derning is requesting the same 


thing – and in good faith so we can resolve this dispute and work towards our shared interests of 


keeping Binford Road clean, safe, and Mr. Derning on a pathway to housing.  


Mr. Derning shares the County’s stated interest in maintaining a clean and orderly living 


environment. Since at least 2024, he has been proactive in seeking assistance, requesting 


disability accommodations, and cooperating with the County’s monthly cleanup efforts. As 


reflected in the photographs submitted with Julia Barnes’s declaration, Mr. Derning has 


consistently worked directly with cleanup crews and has made substantial and visible progress 


over time. A comparison of his living area from Exhibit A to the most recent photographs in 


Exhibits N–P demonstrates marked improvement. It is undisputed that his property is not 


obstructing the roadway and is located between the fence line and his motorhome. 
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Given this undisputed progress, the remaining dispute appears to stem primarily from 


miscommunication rather than noncompliance. A central point of confusion has been the 


County’s definition of “storage.” Like other residents along Binford Road, Mr. Derning 


necessarily moves items in and out of his motorhome while cleaning, organizing, or working. 


This often requires temporarily placing items on the ground to access property stored underneath. 


This practice is common along the road and reflects ordinary living activity—not permanent 


outdoor storage. Mr. Derning does not understand why he is being singled out for enforcement 


under these circumstances. 


This breakdown in communication can be traced to June 2024. On June 8, 2024, Mr. 


Derning expressly requested that I be designated as his support person for purposes of the 


disability accommodation process, including assistance with triaging property to storage. On 


June 11, 2024, Andrea O’Malley informed me that she would not communicate with me and 


would communicate only with Mr. Derning. While Ms. O’Malley later engaged hoarding 


specialists to assist Mr. Derning—an effort that has clearly contributed to the improved 


conditions—the County’s refusal to communicate with Mr. Derning’s designated companion has 


materially impaired the interactive process. 


Mr. Derning has repeatedly explained that he suffers from PTSD, anxiety, and related 


mental health conditions that impair his ability to receive, retain, process, and communicate 


information—particularly in high-stress interactions with government officials. Allowing a 


designated support person to assist him is a reasonable and necessary accommodation. I am 


willing to continue assisting in that role. In addition, Mr. Derning’s case manager, Jennifer 


Mallow, and his treating nurse, Megan Brizzolara, have both indicated their willingness to 


participate in a collaborative meeting with the County to resolve these issues in a manner that 


protects the health and safety of all involved. 


On December 8, 2025, Mr. Derning formally submitted a renewed request for disability 


accommodations seeking rescission of the tow notice placed on his non-operative motorhome, 


which has been his sole shelter for the past three years. The motorhome is essential to managing 


multiple disabilities, including a serious staphylococcal infection currently causing visible 


bleeding cysts, fever, and exhaustion, as well as PTSD, anxiety, depression, hoarding disorder, 


and permanent nerve damage from a prior staphylococcal infection to his hand.  


This request is part of a long-standing series of accommodation requests made by Mr. 


Derning—and by me on his behalf—since 2024. Despite this, the County has effectively refused 


to engage in a meaningful interactive process by excluding Mr. Derning’s designated companion 


and communicating with him exclusively, despite clear notice of his disabilities. 


The applicable law is clear. Under 28 C.F.R. § 35.130(b)(7)(i), a public entity must make 


reasonable modifications to policies and practices when necessary to avoid disability 


discrimination unless it can demonstrate a fundamental alteration. Under 28 C.F.R. § 35.164, the 


burden of proving such an alteration rests with the public entity and must be supported by a 


written determination made by the head of the agency or designee after considering all available 


resources. Further, 28 C.F.R. § 35.160(a)(1) requires public entities to ensure that 







communications with individuals with disabilities—and their companions—are as effective as 


communications with others. 


Here, the County has neither issued a written determination explaining why rescinding 


the tow notice, clarifying standards, or providing written guidance would constitute a 


fundamental alteration, nor proposed an alternative accommodation that would ensure equal 


access. Instead, the County has continued to proceed without engaging Mr. Derning’s designated 


companion, despite express notice and legal entitlement to such assistance. 


We believe this matter is resolvable. However, resolution requires the County’s 


willingness to engage in good-faith communication with Mr. Derning and his designated 


companions. Accordingly, we request an expedited meeting that includes County representatives, 


Mr. Derning, myself, his case manager, and his nurse to identify reasonable accommodations and 


avoid further harm. 


Finally, the timing of this enforcement is particularly troubling. It is the holiday season. 


Forecasts from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration project rain throughout 


the coming week. Evicting Mr. Derning from his only shelter—after three years—while he is 


suffering from a serious staphylococcal infection, and without providing any alternative shelter, 


would be medically dangerous and would shock the conscience. Taxpayers have invested 


substantial resources into Binford Road with the stated goal of helping residents stabilize and 


move toward housing. Making Mr. Derning destitute at this stage undermines that investment 


and serves no legitimate public purpose. 


The County should rescind the tow notice and engage immediately in the ADA 


interactive process with Mr. Derning and his designated companions to reach a lawful and 


humane resolution. 


 


I hope we can work this out promptly. 


Truly yours, 


/s/Robbie Powelson 


 
CC Marin Board of Supervisors 
CC Marin Sheriff Civilian Oversight Commission 







From: Robbie .Powelson
To: Linn Walsh
Subject: Public Records Act Request and Petition
Date: Thursday, December 11, 2025 10:02:57 AM

Ms. Walsh - please let me know if you forwarded those documents I sent to you on Monday
and & Tuesday to the commission. The inability to communicate before the meeting greatly
diminished my ability to petition the committee. I have two requests following up from the
meeting: 

First, I will be obtaining the email addresses of the Commission members so that I may
communicate with them directly in the future and avoid the mishap we had on Tuesday.
Therefore, Pursuant to the California Public Records Act, I am requesting all original email
messages — including full metadata — that you sent, received, or were copied (cc or bcc) on,
involving any Commissioner of the Marin Sheriff Civilian Oversight Commission between
November 1, 2025 and December 11, 2025. These records must include the commissioners
email addresses unredacted. 

Second, pending that I would like you send the following petition that is directed towards the
Commission, to all of the commissioners, as soon as possible: 
https://admin.actionnetwork.org/petitions/petition-to-stop-the-life-threatening-eviction-of-
sean-derning-from-his-motorhome-on-binford-road/manage#tab_delivery

Truly yours,
Robbie
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From: Robbie .Powelson
To: Linn Walsh
Cc: Sara McEvoy
Subject: Re: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department Officers Against Residents Of

Binford Road
Date: Monday, December 8, 2025 1:14:47 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Derning v MCSO Stamped Complaint.pdf
Derning v MCSO Motion For TRO.pdf

You don't often get email from robbiepowelson@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Thank you. Please also enter the below documents into the record as well. 

On Mon, Dec 8, 2025 at 12:19 PM Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@marincounty.gov> wrote:

Hi Robbie,

Thank you for reaching out. I am checking with County Counsel on your communication
and next steps. Thank you for your patience. I will be in touch when I hear back from them.

Sincerely,

Linn Walsh

 

Linn Walsh (she/her)

Deputy County Executive

County of Marin
Office of the County Executive
3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 325
San Rafael CA 94903

Office: (415) 473-2408
Mobile: (415) 521-8822
Email: linn.walsh@marincounty.gov
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You don't often get email from robbiepowelson@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 8, 2025 11:42 AM
To: Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@MarinCounty.gov>; Sara McEvoy <skmh3949@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department Officers
Against Residents Of Binford Road

 

Linn Walsh - would you please forward the attached complaint to the Marin Sheriff Civilian
Oversight Commission and enter into public comment for the meeting tomorrow. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 7, 2025 at 6:07 PM
Subject: Fwd: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs
Department Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road
To: <h_rock@marinsheriff.org>

 

Attached is the complaint with formal complaint cover page. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 7, 2025 at 6:05 PM
Subject: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department
Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road
To: <h_rock@marinsheriff.org>, <linn.walsh@marincounty.gov>,
<j_scardina@marinsheriff.org>
Cc: Jason Sarris <spacin101@gmail.com>, Naja-Riese, Gary
<gnajariese@marincounty.org>, Sara McEvoy <skmh3949@gmail.com>

 

Please see attached complaint directed towards the MCSO and Deputy Thompson. 

Email Disclaimer: https://www.marincounty.gov/privacy-policy
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From: Robbie .Powelson
To: Linn Walsh
Cc: Sara McEvoy
Subject: Re: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department Officers Against Residents Of

Binford Road
Date: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 8:20:18 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Derning_v_Marin_County_Sheriffs_Department__candce-25-10498__0009.0.pdf

You don't often get email from robbiepowelson@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Linn - would you please forward this notice to commission so they can observe the court
proceedings today at 3:30 via Zoom. Please enter it into the public record. 

On Mon, Dec 8, 2025 at 1:13 PM Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com> wrote:
Thank you. Please also enter the below documents into the record as well. 

On Mon, Dec 8, 2025 at 12:19 PM Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@marincounty.gov> wrote:

Hi Robbie,

Thank you for reaching out. I am checking with County Counsel on your communication
and next steps. Thank you for your patience. I will be in touch when I hear back from
them.

Sincerely,

Linn Walsh

 

Linn Walsh (she/her)

Deputy County Executive

County of Marin
Office of the County Executive
3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 325
San Rafael CA 94903

Office: (415) 473-2408
Mobile: (415) 521-8822
Email: linn.walsh@marincounty.gov
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 


 


SEAN DERNING, 


Plaintiff, 


v. 


 
MARIN COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT, et al., 


Defendants. 


 


Case No.  25-cv-10498-RFL    
 
 
ORDER SETTING STATUS 


CONFERENCE 


Re: Dkt. No. 3 


 


A status conference concerning Plaintiff’s TRO Application (Dkt. No. 3) is set for 


Tuesday, December 9, 2025, at 3:30 p.m., via Zoom.  Zoom access is available at the following 


link: https://cand.uscourts.gov/judges/rfl/lin-rita-f.  At the status conference, the parties should be 


prepared to discuss the timing of Defendants’ response to the TRO Application, whether 


Defendants will voluntarily agree to maintain the status quo for a short period of time to permit 


consideration of Plaintiff’s request on an adequate record and with sufficient briefing, and 


Defendants’ position on converting the TRO to a preliminary injunction motion to heard on a 


longer timeline while maintaining the current status quo.  The Clerk shall provide a courtesy 


copy of the Complaint, TRO Application, and this Order to Defendants’ counsel via email. 


IT IS SO ORDERED. 


Dated: December 8, 2025 


  


RITA F. LIN 
United States District Judge 


Case 3:25-cv-10498-RFL     Document 9     Filed 12/08/25     Page 1 of 1
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From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 8, 2025 11:42 AM
To: Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@MarinCounty.gov>; Sara McEvoy <skmh3949@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department
Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road

 

Linn Walsh - would you please forward the attached complaint to the Marin Sheriff
Civilian Oversight Commission and enter into public comment for the meeting tomorrow. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 7, 2025 at 6:07 PM
Subject: Fwd: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs
Department Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road
To: <h_rock@marinsheriff.org>

 

Attached is the complaint with formal complaint cover page. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 7, 2025 at 6:05 PM
Subject: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department
Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road
To: <h_rock@marinsheriff.org>, <linn.walsh@marincounty.gov>,
<j_scardina@marinsheriff.org>
Cc: Jason Sarris <spacin101@gmail.com>, Naja-Riese, Gary
<gnajariese@marincounty.org>, Sara McEvoy <skmh3949@gmail.com>

 

Please see attached complaint directed towards the MCSO and Deputy Thompson. 

Email Disclaimer: https://www.marincounty.gov/privacy-policy
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From: Robbie .Powelson
To: Linn Walsh
Cc: Sara McEvoy
Subject: Re: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department Officers Against Residents Of

Binford Road
Date: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 8:32:31 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Is there another way I can communicate with the Commission? I do not understand why the
County Counsel would be involved in making a decision whether or not the commission
receives them before tonights meeting. These are all publicly available documents. I just want
the commission to be informed about allegations against Deputy Thompson and have the
opportunity to learn about an important, upcoming proceeding before they meet. 

On Tue, Dec 9, 2025 at 8:23 AM Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@marincounty.gov> wrote:

Hi Robbie,

Thank you for reaching out. I will forward this request to County Counsel for their
consideration. Thank you for your patience.

Sincerely,

Linn

 

Linn Walsh (she/her)

Deputy County Executive

County of Marin
Office of the County Executive
3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 325
San Rafael CA 94903

Office: (415) 473-2408
Mobile: (415) 521-8822
Email: linn.walsh@marincounty.gov
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From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 8:20 AM
To: Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@MarinCounty.gov>
Cc: Sara McEvoy <skmh3949@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department Officers
Against Residents Of Binford Road

 

Linn - would you please forward this notice to commission so they can observe the court
proceedings today at 3:30 via Zoom. Please enter it into the public record. 

 

On Mon, Dec 8, 2025 at 1:13 PM Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com> wrote:

Thank you. Please also enter the below documents into the record as well. 

 

On Mon, Dec 8, 2025 at 12:19 PM Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@marincounty.gov> wrote:

Hi Robbie,

Thank you for reaching out. I am checking with County Counsel on your
communication and next steps. Thank you for your patience. I will be in touch when I
hear back from them.

Sincerely,

Linn Walsh

 

Linn Walsh (she/her)

Deputy County Executive

County of Marin
Office of the County Executive
3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 325
San Rafael CA 94903
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Office: (415) 473-2408
Mobile: (415) 521-8822
Email: linn.walsh@marincounty.gov

 

 

From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 8, 2025 11:42 AM
To: Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@MarinCounty.gov>; Sara McEvoy <skmh3949@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department
Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road

 

Linn Walsh - would you please forward the attached complaint to the Marin Sheriff
Civilian Oversight Commission and enter into public comment for the meeting
tomorrow. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 7, 2025 at 6:07 PM
Subject: Fwd: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs
Department Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road
To: <h_rock@marinsheriff.org>

 

Attached is the complaint with formal complaint cover page. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 7, 2025 at 6:05 PM
Subject: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department
Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road
To: <h_rock@marinsheriff.org>, <linn.walsh@marincounty.gov>,
<j_scardina@marinsheriff.org>
Cc: Jason Sarris <spacin101@gmail.com>, Naja-Riese, Gary
<gnajariese@marincounty.org>, Sara McEvoy <skmh3949@gmail.com>

 

Please see attached complaint directed towards the MCSO and Deputy Thompson. 

Email Disclaimer: https://www.marincounty.gov/privacy-policy
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From: Robbie .Powelson
To: Linn Walsh
Cc: Sara McEvoy
Subject: Re: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department Officers Against Residents Of

Binford Road
Date: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 4:47:53 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Have you sent the documents to the commission?

I’d like you to also enter in this petition to record, which is direct towards the commission
requesting an emergency meeting on the issue raised in the complaint.

https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/petition-to-stop-the-life-threatening-eviction-of-sean-
derning-from-his-motorhome-on-binford-road?source=direct_link&

Gender pronouns He/Him/They

On Tue, Dec 9, 2025 at 8:32 AM Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com> wrote:
Is there another way I can communicate with the Commission? I do not understand why the
County Counsel would be involved in making a decision whether or not the commission
receives them before tonights meeting. These are all publicly available documents. I just
want the commission to be informed about allegations against Deputy Thompson and have
the opportunity to learn about an important, upcoming proceeding before they meet. 

On Tue, Dec 9, 2025 at 8:23 AM Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@marincounty.gov> wrote:

Hi Robbie,

Thank you for reaching out. I will forward this request to County Counsel for their
consideration. Thank you for your patience.

Sincerely,

Linn

 

Linn Walsh (she/her)
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You don't often get email from robbiepowelson@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Deputy County Executive

County of Marin
Office of the County Executive
3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 325
San Rafael CA 94903

Office: (415) 473-2408
Mobile: (415) 521-8822
Email: linn.walsh@marincounty.gov

 

 

From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 8:20 AM
To: Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@MarinCounty.gov>
Cc: Sara McEvoy <skmh3949@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department Officers
Against Residents Of Binford Road

 

Linn - would you please forward this notice to commission so they can observe the court
proceedings today at 3:30 via Zoom. Please enter it into the public record. 

 

On Mon, Dec 8, 2025 at 1:13 PM Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
wrote:

Thank you. Please also enter the below documents into the record as well. 

 

On Mon, Dec 8, 2025 at 12:19 PM Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@marincounty.gov> wrote:

Hi Robbie,

Thank you for reaching out. I am checking with County Counsel on your
communication and next steps. Thank you for your patience. I will be in touch when I
hear back from them.

Sincerely,

Linn Walsh
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You don't often get email from robbiepowelson@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Linn Walsh (she/her)

Deputy County Executive

County of Marin
Office of the County Executive
3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 325
San Rafael CA 94903

Office: (415) 473-2408
Mobile: (415) 521-8822
Email: linn.walsh@marincounty.gov

 

 

From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 8, 2025 11:42 AM
To: Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@MarinCounty.gov>; Sara McEvoy <skmh3949@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department
Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road

 

Linn Walsh - would you please forward the attached complaint to the Marin Sheriff
Civilian Oversight Commission and enter into public comment for the meeting
tomorrow. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 7, 2025 at 6:07 PM
Subject: Fwd: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs
Department Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road
To: <h_rock@marinsheriff.org>
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Attached is the complaint with formal complaint cover page. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 7, 2025 at 6:05 PM
Subject: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs
Department Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road
To: <h_rock@marinsheriff.org>, <linn.walsh@marincounty.gov>,
<j_scardina@marinsheriff.org>
Cc: Jason Sarris <spacin101@gmail.com>, Naja-Riese, Gary
<gnajariese@marincounty.org>, Sara McEvoy <skmh3949@gmail.com>

 

Please see attached complaint directed towards the MCSO and Deputy Thompson. 
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From: Robbie .Powelson
To: Linn Walsh
Subject: Re: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department Officers Against Residents Of

Binford Road
Date: Saturday, January 17, 2026 5:12:09 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Linn - all of the documents I have sent you need to be put into public comment and/or forward
to the COC members for this meeting for the COC. This includes the documents I have
messaged you in other email chains.

On Tue, Dec 9, 2025 at 4:47 PM Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com> wrote:
Have you sent the documents to the commission?

I’d like you to also enter in this petition to record, which is direct towards the commission
requesting an emergency meeting on the issue raised in the complaint.

https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/petition-to-stop-the-life-threatening-eviction-of-sean-
derning-from-his-motorhome-on-binford-road?source=direct_link&

Gender pronouns He/Him/They

On Tue, Dec 9, 2025 at 8:32 AM Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com> wrote:
Is there another way I can communicate with the Commission? I do not understand why
the County Counsel would be involved in making a decision whether or not the
commission receives them before tonights meeting. These are all publicly available
documents. I just want the commission to be informed about allegations against
Deputy Thompson and have the opportunity to learn about an important, upcoming
proceeding before they meet. 

On Tue, Dec 9, 2025 at 8:23 AM Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@marincounty.gov> wrote:

Hi Robbie,

Thank you for reaching out. I will forward this request to County Counsel for their
consideration. Thank you for your patience.

Sincerely,

Linn
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Linn Walsh (she/her)

Deputy County Executive

County of Marin
Office of the County Executive
3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 325
San Rafael CA 94903

Office: (415) 473-2408
Mobile: (415) 521-8822
Email: linn.walsh@marincounty.gov

 

 

From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 8:20 AM
To: Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@MarinCounty.gov>
Cc: Sara McEvoy <skmh3949@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs Department
Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road

 

Linn - would you please forward this notice to commission so they can observe the court
proceedings today at 3:30 via Zoom. Please enter it into the public record. 

 

On Mon, Dec 8, 2025 at 1:13 PM Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
wrote:

Thank you. Please also enter the below documents into the record as well. 

 

On Mon, Dec 8, 2025 at 12:19 PM Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@marincounty.gov>
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wrote:

Hi Robbie,

Thank you for reaching out. I am checking with County Counsel on your
communication and next steps. Thank you for your patience. I will be in touch
when I hear back from them.

Sincerely,

Linn Walsh

 

Linn Walsh (she/her)

Deputy County Executive

County of Marin
Office of the County Executive
3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 325
San Rafael CA 94903

Office: (415) 473-2408
Mobile: (415) 521-8822
Email: linn.walsh@marincounty.gov

 

 

From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 8, 2025 11:42 AM
To: Linn Walsh <Linn.Walsh@MarinCounty.gov>; Sara McEvoy <skmh3949@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs
Department Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road
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Linn Walsh - would you please forward the attached complaint to the Marin Sheriff
Civilian Oversight Commission and enter into public comment for the meeting
tomorrow. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 7, 2025 at 6:07 PM
Subject: Fwd: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs
Department Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road
To: <h_rock@marinsheriff.org>

 

Attached is the complaint with formal complaint cover page. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Dec 7, 2025 at 6:05 PM
Subject: Complaint RE: Lack Off Accountability Of Marin County Sheriffs
Department Officers Against Residents Of Binford Road
To: <h_rock@marinsheriff.org>, <linn.walsh@marincounty.gov>,
<j_scardina@marinsheriff.org>
Cc: Jason Sarris <spacin101@gmail.com>, Naja-Riese, Gary
<gnajariese@marincounty.org>, Sara McEvoy <skmh3949@gmail.com>

 

Please see attached complaint directed towards the MCSO and Deputy Thompson. 
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From: No-Reply
To: Civilian Oversight Commission
Subject: Re: Petition to Commission to Investigate Sheriff Policies on Binford [SENT FROM A PUBLIC FORM]
Date: Saturday, December 20, 2025 12:06:10 PM

Contact Us
Email To: coc@marincounty.gov

Hosted
Page:

https://www.marincounty.gov/departments/executive/civilian-
oversight-commission

To: Civilian Oversight Commission

From: Robbie Powelson

Sender's
Email
Address:

robbiepowelson@gmail.com

Subject: Petition to Commission to Investigate Sheriff Policies on
Binford

Message: See attached petition:
 https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/petition-to-stop-the-life-
threatening-eviction-of-sean-derning-from-his-motorhome-
on-binford-road?source=direct_link&

2025-12-20 12:02PM -0800
IP: 2600:1010:b097:5989:e1b2:da30:d1c2:cff2
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From: Robbie .Powelson
To: Linn Walsh
Subject: Re: Public Records Act Request and Petition
Date: Thursday, December 11, 2025 10:06:09 AM

I apologize, the proper link for the petition directed towards the Commission is here:
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/petition-to-stop-the-life-threatening-eviction-of-sean-
derning-from-his-motorhome-on-binford-road?source=direct_link&

On Thu, Dec 11, 2025 at 10:02 AM Robbie .Powelson <robbiepowelson@gmail.com> wrote:
Ms. Walsh - please let me know if you forwarded those documents I sent to you on Monday
and & Tuesday to the commission. The inability to communicate before the meeting greatly
diminished my ability to petition the committee. I have two requests following up from the
meeting: 

First, I will be obtaining the email addresses of the Commission members so that I may
communicate with them directly in the future and avoid the mishap we had on Tuesday.
Therefore, Pursuant to the California Public Records Act, I am requesting all original email
messages — including full metadata — that you sent, received, or were copied (cc or bcc)
on, involving any Commissioner of the Marin Sheriff Civilian Oversight Commission
between November 1, 2025 and December 11, 2025. These records must include the
commissioners email addresses unredacted. 

Second, pending that I would like you send the following petition that is directed towards
the Commission, to all of the commissioners, as soon as possible: 
https://admin.actionnetwork.org/petitions/petition-to-stop-the-life-threatening-eviction-of-
sean-derning-from-his-motorhome-on-binford-road/manage#tab_delivery

Truly yours,
Robbie
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